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Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2014, 2 p.m. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed 
the attendees and introduced new member Chris Basco from USAO. Other members in 
attendance were: Michele Campbell, Southeastern Oklahoma State University; Cheryl Evans, 
Northern Oklahoma College; Lisa Teel, University of Oklahoma; Richard Andrews, Rose State 
College; John DeBoard, Cameron University; Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Doug 
Major, Meridian Technology Center; Bruce DeMuth, Pioneer Technology Center; Dane Libart, 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; Jim Fitzpatrick, 
Oklahoma City Community College; Tim Faltyn, Connors State College; Raphael Moffett, 
Langston University; Steve Turner, Northeastern State University; Kathryn Gage, Oklahoma 
State University; Roger Webb, task force consultant; and Bob Anthony, Kermit McMurry, Hollye 
Hunt (by phone), Angela Caddell, Blake Sonobe, Daniel Archer, Glenda McDaniel and Sharon 
Bourbeau, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF NOV. 6 MEETING MINUTES: Johnson asked task force members to review 
the minutes of the Nov. 6, 2013 meeting. Faltyn made a motion to approve. Evans seconded. 
The minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
  
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 
Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Major gave the report in Bird’s absence. Major 
reported that work continues on the online resource repository, which will be a one-stop shop for 
campus officials seeking summary information, best practice recommendations and source 
documents for several key campus safety and security topics. After the launch, the group will 
focus on a deployment strategy to share the site with campuses. Major asked Gage to talk 
about an upcoming threat assessment seminar at OSU. She said Scott Lewis, an expert on Title 
IX and Title VII issues who is nationally recognized for his work on behavioral intervention for 
students in crisis, will present a workshop on July 10, 2014 on the Stillwater campus. The 
seminar is free of charge, but seating is limited to 100. 
 
Johnson updated task force members about the recent incident at OU. He asked Teel, 
emergency manager at OU, to discuss the details. On Jan. 22, security at OU received a call 
from Gould Hall. Three individuals heard what they thought were three gunshots. The security 
chief immediately communicated on the phone with President Boren, who then ordered an 
immediate emergency notification. Officers were on the scene within two minutes and searched 
the building. A SWAT team arrived, and OU security did a second search of the building. They 
found no evidence of a shooting. Officials speculate that the sounds that were heard were 
related to construction on campus.  Teel noted OU now has “preapproved” messages to text to 
students; during the incident, texts went out reporting a shooting instead of a “possible” 
shooting. Also, students, faculty and staff will now have to “opt out” of receiving texts. 
Previously, they had to opt-in to receive notifications.  
 
Johnson stated that the decision to hold a press conference was a good one. DeBoard said that 
CU’s emergency system is similar to OU’s, and he encouraged the other institutions to test their 
systems every semester. Teel stated that the Clery Act requires that testing plan. 
 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Hunt gave the workgroup 
report via phone. She said the IMAR workgroup’s main focus has been to monitor legislation 
related to guns on campus, which was in a holding pattern until recently. She said that several 
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gun-related bills had been introduced. A joint resolution sponsored by Rep. Dan Fisher would 
eliminate all restrictions on owning weapons in the state of Oklahoma. This bill was assigned to 
the States’ Rights Committee. A bill sponsored by Rep. John Enns would not allow a college or 
university to prohibit an individual with a valid handgun license from carrying a weapon on 
campus. That bill was assigned to the House Judiciary Committee. On the Senate side, Sen. 
Nathan Dahm sponsored a bill that would provide immunity to colleges and universities for any 
liability arising from providing written consent for an individual licensee, pursuant to the 
Oklahoma Self-Defense Act, to carry a concealed weapon on property that the college or 
university owns or legally controls. That bill was assigned to the Senate Education Committee 
and the Senate Appropriations Committee.  Hunt said none of the bills had been scheduled for 
hearing as yet, and that she would continue to keep the task force updated. 
 
Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Ashwood reported that the 
workgroup is finalizing a campus training needs survey that would encompass areas ranging 
from active shooter scenarios to storm shelters, with the intent to use the survey outcomes to 
drive development of a training plan and curriculum for institutions. The workgroup will present 
the final draft for review and recommend a deployment strategy for approval at the next task 
force meeting in April. He stated the workgroup is also considering options to bring together 
campus safety managers from each institution to facilitate dialogue and resource sharing.  
 
Ashwood noted the ongoing debate surrounding storm shelters and Safe School 101. Johnson 
asked if career technology centers are talking about storm shelters, because it appears the 
focus has been on K-12, not postsecondary education. Major said he is not aware of career tech 
involvement. Teel added that she recently went through free Safe School 101 training and 
recommends it. Ashwood encouraged institutions to take advantage of free assessments when 
they are available. 
 
2014 STATEWIDE SUMMIT: Johnson asked Webb to lead task force discussion to consider 
holding a statewide summit. Webb thanked the task force and told Teel that OU couldn’t have 
had a better “tabletop” exercise than the recent incident. He noted that terms like “shutdown” 
and “lockdown” are now a part of our lexicon and that, in the last 25 weeks, there had been 11 
shootings on campuses across the country. He added that there were 27 shootings in total last 
year, and that incidents are occurring in a variety of locales and environments, including at 
research universities, community colleges and private institutions. Given these concerns, he 
feels that a one- to two-day statewide conference would be beneficial. Prior conferences held in 
2007 and 2008 were very well received. Webb indicated that the last conference cost around 
$68,000. DeBoard said that he attended previous summits and found them to be valuable. 
Webb added that new campus safety staff at the institutions didn’t receive the benefit of the 
previous summits. 
 
Johnson asked if the task force would want to engage national experts for the summit, and 
Webb noted that national perspectives could be very valuable. Webb recommended a central 
location for the event. Turner offered NSU in Broken Arrow as a possible site. DeMuth indicated 
an interest in broadening the conference to include sessions and experts on tornadoes and 
other national disasters. Evans said that many on her campus could benefit and felt the 
conference should be recorded, if possible, to provide access to those who can’t attend and 
serve as a reference for later use.  
 
Johnson said that registration fees need to be considered and potential revenue options 
explored to support the event. He indicated the conference would be the next logical step to 
maximize the impact of the task force’s work. 
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OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson opened the floor for discussion of other topics. Turner shared 
that his senior team recently participated in a tornado response tabletop exercise in coordination 
with agencies and organizations from across the nation. He said NSU worked with Homeland 
Security to receive the HSEEP (Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program) training. 
He indicated the training was very beneficial and encouraged task force members who would 
like more information to contact NSU’s emergency manager, Jason Junkens. Caddell offered to 
forward Junkens’ contact information to the group. 
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Johnson announced the next meeting would be Wednesday, 
April 2 at 2 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  
 
 


