
 

Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, April 1, 2015, 2 p.m. 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed members Mark Ames, 
Seminole State College; John DeBoard, Cameron University; Jack Bryant, Redlands Community 
College; Marcie Mack, Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education; Sam Holt, Murray 
State College; Tim Faltyn, Connors State College; Cheryl Evans, Northern Oklahoma College; Lisa 
Teel, University of Oklahoma; Steve Turner, Northeastern State University; David Whitlock, Oklahoma 
Baptist University; Lee Bird, Oklahoma State University; Phil Holley, Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University; Alden Graybill, Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management; Janet Cunningham, 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University; Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Chris Basco, 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma; Dane Libart, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services; Jim Fitzpatrick, Oklahoma City Community College; Bob Hendricks, Carl 
Albert State College; Richard Andrews, Rose State College; Roger Webb, task force consultant; and 
Hollye Hunt (via phone), Bob Anthony, Kermit McMurry, Angela Caddell, Liana Bortoto and Sharon 
Bourbeau, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF FEB. 4 MEETING MINUTES: Chancellor Johnson asked task force members to 
review the minutes of the Feb. 4, 2015, meeting. Bird made a motion to approve. Faltyn seconded. The 
minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Hunt reported there is no current pending legislation allowing guns on 
campus. Several pending bills were not heard in Senate committees, and a pending state question that 
could have jeopardized current law was not heard in the House. Johnson encouraged members to 
thank legislators who support higher education’s position for their efforts. Hunt indicated she will 
continue to monitor these bills to make sure no amendments are approved. 
 
ASSOCIATED PRESS ARTICLE: Cost of Guns on Campus: Johnson said Cheryl Evans shared an 
Associated Press article describing the implications of weapons on campus in the state of Idaho, 
including fiscal impact. Johnson noted that he mentioned fiscal ramifications as another compelling 
reason to keep weapons off campuses during a recent meeting with The Oklahoman editorial board. 
 
CAMPUS EMERGENCY MANAGER CONSORTIUM UPDATE: Johnson asked Lisa Teel to update 
members about the activities of the Campus Emergency Manager Consortium. She reported the first 
meeting took place Feb. 26 in Broken Arrow, with 45 people from higher education and career 
technology campuses in attendance. Speakers included Albert Ashwood from Oklahoma Emergency 
Management, who spoke to the group about how OEM could help campus emergency managers with 
emergency preparedness; a representative from the National Weather Service, who discussed weather 
support for institutions; a representative from Oklahoma Homeland Security, who spoke about NIMS 
training and compliance; and a representative from the School Security Institute, who presented 
services to assist campuses with writing emergency plans and executing drills, exercises and training.  
 
Teel said that during open discussion, participants shared top campus challenges, including securing 
wide scale institutional buy-in, training needs, and writing and updating emergency operations plans. 
She announced the next consortium meeting would be held April 28 at Kiamichi Technology Center in 
McAlester. 
 
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 

Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Bird reported that she and several colleagues created a 
three-day workshop series to address key campus responsibilities under Title IX, including Title IX 
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compliance, student code of conduct considerations, and Clery Act reporting. The training will be 
held June 2 - 4 at OSU-OKC, with seating for up to 175 participants each day. Bird shared a draft 
content agenda and described the types of tools and resources participants would receive during 
the training.  
 
Angela Caddell added that the registration flier for the training workshop was in production and that 
registration would open soon. The invitation would be extended to the state’s public and private 
colleges and universities and technology center campuses. Bird mentioned that a train-the-trainer 
session would be offered specifically for smaller campuses at a later date. 

 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Caddell updated the task force in 
Larry Rice’s absence. The workgroup remains on standby during the legislative session to assist 
Johnson and Hunt as needed in addressing legislation related to guns on campus or other campus 
safety issues.  
 
Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Caddell updated the task force in Albert 
Ashwood’s absence. She said the workgroup was compiling a menu of existing training 
opportunities and service providers in view of developing a training calendar specifically designed 
for higher education campuses. The calendar would include courses provided by three primary 
sources – the Department of Homeland Security, Office of Emergency Management and CLEET –
as well as other service providers identified by the workgroup.  
 
Caddell also mentioned that the task force is partnering with the Oklahoma Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services to provide national certification training in adult Mental 
Health First Aid (MHFA) for campus personnel. The training, which would take place in Oklahoma 
City over five days in July, would allow up to 13 state system campuses to send a team of two 
representatives for instructor training at no charge to the institutions. After completing the training, 
participants would be certified MHFA instructors and qualified to teach MHFA classes on campus 
and in their communities. Dane Libart described the requirements for national MHFA certification 
and outlined the provisions of the partnership agreement.  

 
OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson distributed the task force’s finalized joint resolution with the Oklahoma 
Department of Career and Technology Education opposing guns on campus, which was approved at 
the February 4 meeting. He mentioned that legislators in both the House and Senate have expressed 
interest in receiving resolutions regarding guns on campus from various stakeholders, including 
institutional governing boards, faculty and student organizations. He added that he mentioned the joint 
resolution to The Oklahoman editorial board and feels the editorial board supports higher education’s 
position to maintain the current law regarding weapons on campus.  
 
He asked members to identify additional topics for future task force discussion. Steve Turner indicated 
that guidance regarding reactionary, retaliatory or media-driven incident response would be helpful.  
 
John DeBoard mentioned the importance of securing continuing education credits for training 
opportunities. Bird stated that she had already filed for continuing education credits for the Title IX 
training for legal staff, law enforcement and licensed professional counselors.  
 
Phil Holley asked if it might be pertinent for the task force to look into the financial implications of 
allowing guns on campus, using Idaho as an example. Johnson indicated he felt it was an appropriate 
recommendation. Turner stated that Texas would be voting on concealed weapons becoming open 
carry, and Caddell added that she found an article showing the anticipated fiscal impact of weapons on 
campus in Texas, which was estimated at more than $40 million – mostly for funding additional staff 
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and equipment. Turner asked if campus insurance costs would be impacted. Jeff Harp stated that he 
thought it would be difficult to quantify the actual costs.  
 
Jim Fitzpatrick reminded members that gun bills will return next year and encouraged consideration of 
compromise options in the event current law cannot be maintained. Johnson responded that while the 
sentiment is understandable, efforts to maintain current law have been successful to date due in large 
part to higher education’s unwillingness to compromise. He stated that articulating a potential 
compromise sends a mixed signal when we need to retain a unified front.  
 
Bird commented about the need for more mental health counselors on campuses due to increased 
demand for these services. Caddell responded that she and Libart have initiated conversation about 
telemedicine as a potential option for rural campuses with limited access to licensed professional 
counselors, a topic that will be addressed with the task force when more information is available. 
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Bird requested that the next task force meeting be moved to an 
alternate date due to a conflict with the Title IX training at OSU-OKC. Johnson indicated he would 
review the schedule and notify the membership if the date could be changed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 3 p.m.  
 


